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Background 2

July 1, 2019 brought a number of 
amendments to state law related to traffic 
enforcement. A number of the proposed 
amendments mirror state law.



Background

The Wichita Police Department 
developed a volunteer watch program in 
City of Wichita parks and along the river. 
The program allows volunteers to travel 
on golf carts along the paths. An update is 
necessary to accommodate this program.
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Analysis
Obedience to Police: The Wichita Municipal 
Code is inconsistent with the Kansas statute on 
the penalty for an Evade/Elude Police. 

•A first offense Evade/Elude should be a Class 
B misdemeanor (maximum six months jail).

•A second offense Evade/Elude should be a 
Class A misdemeanor (maximum 12 months 
jail).
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Analysis

Obedience to Police: Clarification is needed on 
the issue of ticketing a citizen for driving around a 
police car when it is used as a barrier to traffic. 
The new ordinance section will clarify that it is 
illegal to drive around an unoccupied police car 
that is parked in a manner as to block traffic to 
protect a police, fire, or accident scene.
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Analysis

Window Tinting: The City of Wichita has 
a different standard than the state on 
window tinting. This amendment will 
change the City code to follow Kansas 
statute, which offers an exact number as 
to what is allowable on tinting.
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Analysis
Equipment for Transportation Network 
Contractors: As of July 1, 2019, state statute 
allows transportation network contractors such as 
Uber and Lyft to display colored lights on vehicle 
dashboards for easier identification of ride shares. 
The proposed ordinance will match the state law 
and allow colored lights on dashboards.
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Analysis

Railroad Equipment: As of July 1, 2019, 
Senate Bill 63 clarified that a driver must 
yield not only to a train, but any other 
equipment that is on the actual track. The 
proposed ordinance mirrors that 
language.
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Analysis

Penalty for Speeding: Current code 
section 11.24.040 deems speeding a 
misdemeanor when it should be an 
infraction. The amendment addresses 
that provision.
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Analysis

Driver’s License: As of July 1, 2019, the 
state amended the law to say that a 
person must present his/her license to an 
officer upon demand, not merely exhibit it. 
The proposed City ordinance adopts that 
section. 

10



Analysis
Driver’s License: The amended ordinance follows state law 
with different levels of punishment for failing to produce a 
license. 

• Driving without having a license is the equivalent of a 
Class B misdemeanor. 

• Failing to exhibit a license is an unclassified misdemeanor

• Driving without a license in one’s possession is an 
unclassified misdemeanor
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Analysis
Driver’s License: Kansas statute already includes 
a description of foreign or non-Kansas driver’s 
licenses and under what circumstances they 
should be honored. Although this section is already 
binding on cities, adding the language to the 
ordinance allows easier access for officers and 
prosecutors.
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Analysis
Motorcycle license: The state amended the 
motorcycle license requirement by removing the 
section that exempted a person from the 
requirement of a motorcycle license if they were 
driving on a temporary tag.  State law now requires 
a motorcycle license of anyone driving a 
motorcycle. 
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Analysis

Golf Carts in Parks: This amendment 
will allow the Director of Park & 
Recreation and Chief of Police to give 
permission to use pathways within the 
park for motor vehicles. 
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Staff Recommendation

Place the ordinance on first reading and 
authorize necessary signatures.

15



Wichita Police Department

Serving You, In Many Ways, Every Day

2019 Traffic Revisions
Chapters 9 & 11


